vi of the Republic and the Azerbaijan Medical University. During these meetings, the Azerbaijani heads emphasized value and role of such scientific forums for scientists and doctors of Azerbaijan, about the need of close contacts among experts for increasing their professional level.
Azerbaijani Association of Surgeons and Gastroenterologists (AASG) established in 1997 played a big role in formation and development of surgery and gastroenterology in Azerbaijan. AASG unites more than 1,000 surgeons and gastroenterologists who work in the leading clinics of Baku, scientific institutes, regional hospitals, and polyclinics. The association holds permanent meetings, conferences, and symposiums with participation of foreign experts, where topical issues on diagnostics and treatment of various diseases are discussed. Much attention is paid on questions of prevention and modern methods of treatment of viral hepatitis, surgical and endoscopic treatment of the biliary strictures, parasitic cysts of a liver, a hepatocellular carcinoma, and so on. Because of activity of the AASG, doctors have an opportunity for being informed constantly about the achievements of medicine, new methods of diagnostics, and alternative ways of treatment of various diseases.
With an initiative and support of AASG, a number of doctors from Azerbaijan take advanced training courses in the leading clinics of Baku and foreign countries. In 2005, the Association started the journal "Cerrahiyye" (Surgery) whose editorial board includes scientists from 16 countries. The journal publishes materials not only in Azerbaijani, but also in English and Russian languages, so scientists from various countries of Europe, Asia and America have published their articles in journal of AASG.
Azerbaijani surgeons and gastroenterologists is playing an important role in cooperation between AASG with EAG. This cooperation allowed a great number of young doctors from Azerbaijan to have scientific trainings and increasing the professional level in the leading clinics of Turkey. With assistance of our Turkish colleagues, a lot of qualified specialists who in recent years have been trained in Ankara, Istanbul, and Izmir are now actively working in the leading clinics and scientific divisions of Azerbaijan institues.
In Antalya (Turkey) from April 27th to May 1st of 2016 has passed the XV Congress of Euroasian Gastroenterologists and Surgeons under the chairmanship of the president of EAG, Professor H. Özkan. In the Congress that was organized at a very high level, guests from various countries have highly appreciated activity of society and have emphasized its role in the development of science and preparation of high-quality specialists. In Antalya, they disscussed some prospects of further works and taken a decision about carrying out the next EAG Congress in 2017 in Sarajevo. I am sure that this Congress in the territory of ancient Bosnia will open new prospects in activity of EAG and will serve expansion of structure of Association at the expense of the new countries from the European region.
I want you all to note that Euroasian Journal of Hepato-Gastoenterology is playing a very important role in collaboration and connection among scientists from the Euroasian countries and increasing of the EAG's authority in the scientific world since 2011. In a short period, this journal has become very popular among readers from many countries, including Azerbaijan. Here of course is a big merit of Editor-in-Chief of the journal, Prof Hasan Özkan, co-Editor-in-Chief, Prof Fazle Akbar, and Executive Editor, Prof. Mamun-Al-Mahtab.
I want to wish all my colleagues a very good health and success in their professional activity and to wish EAG and Editorial board of EJOHG prosperity and further strengthening of the international scientific authority.
